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The upside-down hypopyon is sometimes seen after posterior vitrectomy with tamponade with silicone oil, 

when the oil emulsifies, it passes into the anterior chamber and settles at the top of the anterior chamber. 

Compare to the hypopyon where the leukocytes rush to the bottom of the anterior chamber; and this is due to 

the effect of gravity.  

We report a case of upside-don hypopyon. 

A 75-year-old man presents to our office 1 month after having retinal detachment surgery in her left eye. 

Examination reveals an upside-down hypopyon. The treatment is based on washing the anterior chamber and 

aspiration of silicone oil. 

 

Figure 1. Front view image of the anterior segment showing the dislocated cataract lens in the anterior 

chamber. 

 

 

Medtronic 

https://news.medtronic.com/index.php?s=20303

